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marsupials, the pouched mammals, <?.g. kangaroo, opossum.
maxilla, upper jaw.

mega-sporangium, -spore, -sporophyll.   See sporangium, etc,
meroblastic   egg,  one in which only a part segments into cells
to form the embryo, the rest serving as a food-store (yolk)
which the embryo gradually  absorbs.

Mesozoic,   one   of   the   great  geological  E,ras>  comprising   the
Triassic,   Jurassic   and   Cretaceous  periods,      (See   Fig.   i,
p. 24.)
metabolism, the whole of  the chemical actions  that take place

in an organism (or any definite part of an organism).
metamorphism, in Geology, the processes of crystallization, etc.,
by which the original characters of a rock may be completely
changed.

metamorphosis,  in  Zoology,   the  rapid change from  the  larval
to the adult stage, e.g. tadpole to frog; caterpillar to butter-
fly.
metatarsal,  one of the bones in the sole of the foot, connected

with one particular toe.

Micraster, an extinct heart-shaped sea-urchin.
microphagous,   feeding  on   minute   organisms   brought   to   the

mouth in a water-current produced by cilia.
microsporangium, microspore, mlcrosporophyll.     See sporangium,

spore, sporophyll.
migration, the extension of the range of an organism into a new

habitat.
mimicry,   the  close  resemblance (in  shape,  colour-pattern,  etc.)

of one species to another to which it is not closely related.
molar, a grinding-tooth which has no rnilk-tooth preceding it.
monograph, a publication giving the results of detailed research

on a limited subject.
monotreme, a member of the lowest Order of Mammalia     (See

Chap. VII.)

Morphology, the division of Biology which includes the compara-
tive anatomy and embryology of organisms, and considers
the origin and mutual relations of the various parts, apart
from their functions. (Cf. Physiology.)

mutation (i) in the original sense of Waagen (1875), a sub-species
which precedes (prse-mutation) or follows (post mutation) its
typical species in geological time. (2) In the sense of de
Vries (1901), a character suddenly developed in a species as
a result of a change in the composition of a gene.
Neolithic, the age (or stage of civilization) in which Man used

tools of polished stone.

nucleus, the central part of any animal or vegetable cell, con-
trolling the life-functions of the rest of its protoplasm
(cytoplasm). Its essential components are the chromosomes.